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TOM TAT

Tdy hanh nhdt ky 1a tap tho cht Nom, viét theo thé luc bat, duoc thién su Thanh
Cao sang tac trong thoi gian cung doan Viét Nam tham du hdi ddu xao tai Phap
nam 1889. Khac véi cac tac pham tho van di Tay duwong thoi luén cha tam tim hiéu
nhitng thanh tyu van minh, doi séng van hoa ctia cdc nwde chau Au, nhat 12 nudc
Phap va thong qua ddy, bay to niém thdn phuc, mong mudn canh tan dat nudc,
Tdy hanh nhit ky lai chuyén cha vao tinh than Phat gido, lan toa tinh thuong yéu,
hoa nhap dén véi tat ca moi nguoi trén thé gidi. Tap tho khong chi khang dinh
nhitng thanh tyu cta van hoc chit Nom cudi ky trung dai khi chuyén tai nhitng noi
dung mdi la ctia doi s6ng ma con gdp phan dua van hoc Viét Nam chuyén minh
sang thoi ky hién dai dau thé ky XX. Bai viét tap trung tim hiéu nhiing déng gop
cua TAy hanh nhit ky cho nén van hoc nwde nha qua hai ndi dung: Thé'hién tinh thiin

hoa dong, bdc di va Ca ngoi cudc séng vin minh, hién dai & xi¢ nguoi.

Tw khoa: Thién su Thanh Cao, chit Nom, nhat ky, di s, dau xao.

1. DAT VAN PE

Thién sw Thanh Cao (1835 -1894) ho Nguyén, thé danh 1a Tam Tinh, hiéu la
Thanh Cao, phap danh la Sinh Dinh Thich Khong Khong Luat Su, ngwoi lang Mac X4,
huyén Thanh Lam, pht Nam Séach, tinh Hai Dwong. Sinh thoi, thién su tru tri ¢ chua
Pong Nhan va chuia Pai Trang, tinh Bic Ninh. Thién su khong nhitng chi c6 cong 16n
trong viéc hoang duong Phat phdp ma con 1a mot nha nghién cttru khoa hoc, cé nhiéu
doéng gop cho nén van hoc Phat gido (nodi riéng) va van hoc Viét Nam (ndi chung).
Ngoai viéc cho khac in nhiéu cudn kinh Phat nhw Tam thién Phit danh kinh, Tinh d6 thin
chung , Ty ni nhit dung thiét yéu hwong nhii ky, Thuy luc lwgc gidi..., thién sw con suu tap,
chinh ly va van dong, kéu goi d€ khic in bd Hai Thieong Lan Ong y tong tdm linh cta dai
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danh y Lé Htru Trac mot cach day du nhat. Nam 1888, thién su duoc triéu dinh Dong
Khéanh ctt sang Phap du héi chg dau xao (Hoi thi dau vé su tinh xao). Tap tho Nom
Tdy hanh nhdt ky' cta thién sw dwoc hinh thanh trong chuyén di nay. Day la tap tho di
st c6 y nghia ddc biét d6i véi lich st van hoc Viét Nam ntra cudi thé ky XIX, boi khong
don thuan chi khang dinh wu thé ctia thé loai tho tu su ma con gép phan chuyén tai
nhitng nghi suy cua mot nha sw tam roi chon thién mon dé lam tron trach nhiém bé toi
khi dwoc vua uy quyén, giao ph6 dem véan hod nudc nha dén hoi nhap, giao luu &
nhitng chan troi xa x. Trong khuén kho cua bai viét, chung toi tim hiéu sy hoa nhap
gitta dao va doi trong Tdy hanh nhit ky qua hai néi dung: 1/ Thé hién tinh than hoa
dong, bac ai 2/ Ca ngoi cudc sdng van minh, hién dai ¢ x¢ nguoi.

2. NQI DUNG
1. Thé hién tinh than hoa dong, bac ai

Vao ntra cudi thé ky XIX, lich st - xa hoi Viét Nam day nhitng bién dong dir doi,
khién cho hanh trinh vé phwong Tay cta tang 16p tri thitc nguroi Viét khong con la cau
chuyén mdi la. Tuy hanh trinh theo nhitng muc dich, y nghia khac nhau: c6 nguoi di
st vi su an nguy cua dat nudc, c6 nguoi dwge nha nwde bao ho goi di du hoc vi muc
dich chinh trj, c6 nguoi duoc ctt “dem chudng di danh xt nguodi” bang nhiig hoi cho
dau xao d€ giao luu, hoc hoi... nhung tat ca déu gidng nhau & diém hoi tu cudi cung la
thé hién su kinh ngac, than phuc trudc nén van minh hién dai, tredc nhiing thanh tuu
khoa hoc - ky thuat cua cac nwdc phuong Tay, nhat la nuwéc Phap. Va nhitng diéu “tai
nghe mét thay” &y qua ling kinh cung béac cam xtic déu dugc cac nha tho ghi lai bang
nhting thé loai va van tw khac nhau nhw Gid vién bi¢t luc, Tdy phu thi luc cia Pham Phu
Thtt, Nhw Tay ky ctia Nguy Khac Dan, Nhu Tdy nhut trinh, Chie quéc thai hi caa Truong
Minh Ky, Tay tra thi thdo cia Nguyén Trong Hop, Ty hanh nhdt ky cia Thién s Thanh
Cao... gép phan lam nén dong van hoc di sit phuong Tay day an teong. Va cho dau co
cht ¥ hay khong thi nhitng tdc phdm nay van 1a “Cua tin goi mot chit nay lam ghi”
(Nguyén Du. Truyén Kiéu) cho van hoc Viét Nam cudi ky trung dai viing tin budc ra
khoi thanh tri “ndi ha ngoai di” bao doi day bao thu, lac hau.

Ty hanh nhit ky dwoc viét theo thé luc bat c6 tdng cong 630 cau (tinh ca 3 bai
tho that ngon bat cu, 1 bai ti tuyét mang tinh mirng tang, vinh canh) dwgc thién su ghi
lai twong doi cu thé ké tir khi roi chua Bong Nhan “Tién dwa mdt cudc am may/ Ta
than bai Phat du ray huong hoa” 1én duwong sang Phap cho dén ngay vé lai binh yén
“Nay chtia nay Phat nay tang/ Nhin xem phong canh van hang trén pha”. Viéc thién su
cung cac dé tir duoc xét cir tham du dau xao qudc t€, ro rang da mang mot y nghia 16n

1Ki hiéu AB.541, hién dang luu trit tai Vién nghién ctu Han Nom. Nhiing trich dan tho trong
bai viét, ching toi déu 14y tir tac pham nay.
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lao ma ca chu nha va khach moi déu hudng dén. Thong qua hoi chg, nuwée Phap mudn

gi¢i thiéu nhitng sdc mau tén gido méi trén hanh trinh vé phueong Pong. Va nguoc lai,
thong qua hdi chg, doan Viét Nam mudn quang ba tu twdng Phat gido dang thim dam
trong doi sdng van hoa tinh than con nguoi Viét. Vi thé, ma bén canh nhiing san pham
mang y nghia ddu xao la nhiing nguyén vat liéu d€ dung mot ng6i chuia Viét co tén la
Tin An tw. D€ r6i, trong nhitng thang ngay luu lai trén dat khach qué nguoi, trong
sttong sém, trong nang chiéy, tiéng chuéng md hoa 1an tiéng kinh trong nhitng nghi
thic ton gido van déu ddn khoan nhét, nfu chan bao khéch vién phuong: “Vang trén
chi chudn kham sai/ Khi di lai c6 lau dai ché sang”, “Thua rang vang ménh sang Tay/
Lam chuia dau xao my tay thuong vé”, “Gido truong vira tinh swong mai/ Tan An may
16p 1au dai o trén/ Cho hay cong dtic v bién/ Dau tay thién ay ciing duyén dao nha/
Nguoi xem vo s6 hang ha/ Cling dua bat chiéc huong hoa cting dang” ...

Khac véi nhat ky di Ty ctia cac tri thitc, nho si dwong thoi ludn gan lién véi
bdn phén, véi trach nhiém “thwong tri quan, ha trach dan” (trén thi gilp vua, dudi thi
cham din) caa mot bé téi nhu: “Qudc sy chan ky trong/ Than tdm cam niém tu, Qud
Quang Nam dwong phan” (Viéc nwoc thit qui ndng né/ Long bé toi diu dam nghi viéc tw riéng,
Qua vung bién Quang Nam) cua Pham Pha Th [6, tr.771], “Giap Ty khai thiéu dan/
Khung d6 phuc thuong nguyén/ Hoanh phong doanh hai phién/ St tiét tdo xuan 6n,
Gidp Ty nguyén din” (Nam Gidp Ty mé dau budi sang xudn/ Troi dat lai dén ram thing
giéng/ Dikc clia vua nhw ngon gio lanh quat khip bién cd/ Cim phu tiét di sie trong budi sém
xudn dm dp. Tét nguyén dan nam Gidp Ty) ciia Pham Pha Th [6, tr.809], “Chut nghia
vieong mang phai géng di/ Tang ang danh r6 chi nam nhi/... Phen nay mién dang hoa
hai nudc/ Néi té xin ding ban biu chi” (Cdm twéng trieée liic di sie sang Phdp) ciia Phan
Thanh Gian [5, tr.851], “Chin tttng I6ng 1ong gitta troi thinh/ Phung chi ra di budi st
trinh/ Lo ndi nuéc kia con phién bién/ Thuong bé dan no cude giao chinh” (Cdm tdc
trong khi di si*) cia Phan Thanh Gian [5, tr.851]... trong Tdy hanh nhit ky, hau nhu thién
s khong mdy ban tam dén bon phan, nghia vu cua mot bé toi cho dau trong tam thirc
bao doi van méch bao “Tac dat ngon rau on chiia” (Nguyén Dinh Chiéu). Trong tap
tho, thién su ¢ nhdc dén vua Dong Khanh, vua Thanh Thai nhu ghi dau sy thay doi
thoi gian ctia hanh trinh: “Nao ngo nhat nhat trung tan/ Vua Dong Khanh da thuwong
tan thién dinh/ Thuong nguyén dén hoéi thanh binh/ Hiéu nam Thanh Thai triéu dinh
méi dang” chit khong hé canh canh ndi niém quan than. Diéu ray rat, tiéc nudi nhat
cua thién su trong nhitng ngay ¢ Phap la khong duoc dién kién vua Ham Nghi — mot
vi vua vi dat nude, dan toc ma phai nhan ban an luu day, khong bao gio dugc quay tro
lai T6 quoc: “Tam long riéng nhiing wéc ao/ Ham Nghi vua ¢l nhitng nao duoc tham/
Vi dau gié bat mua cam/ Tinh trong ludng nhitng am tham nao ngudi/... Trén troi
xanh dudi bién trong/ Ma on ¢d cha nao long dam quén”. Chinh nhitng dich chuyén
trong quan niém, tu twong nay ma Ty hanh nhit kyj tao nén nhitng sic mau riéng trong
btic tranh di st ntra cudi thé ky XIX.
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Khéng con nhiing rang budc, vuedng viu vé tu twdng trung quan, cai con nguoi
ra di tit chon thién moén dy da mong mudn dem anh sang Phat phap d€ “hoa quang
dong tran”?, thép l1én ngon Itra tri tué cho cudc doi. Tuy tr nhan minh la ngwoi cta nui
sau rtng tham, cta mdy bay hac linh: “Xuét gia 1a dai truong phu/ Trong doi tuéng
twéng phong luu da nhuong/ Phat tién mot nén tim huwong/ Vui mau may bac tat
duong chim xanh/ C6 hoa non nuéc riéng minh/ Bau troi canh but ké kinh tung tri”
nhung thién su van khdng quén gan bé ban than véi cude doi tran tuc day hé luy, van
mong mudn “Ra tay t& d6 vét nguoi tram luan” (Nguyén Du. Truyén Kiéu). Vi thé,
truede luc “vuot bé ra khoi”, truede luc khr?mg dinh trach nhiém nang né “Clng vi Phat
phap lam tai ddng luwong” thién su da xin phép Nha nuwdc bao hd cho vé Bac Ninh d&
truyén gioi phap “gidi ti cau dang gidi dan”, roi sang Hung Yén dé€ thuyét giang do
cho vong linh “Tim thay giang dién d§ doan vong linh”. Va véi tinh than nhap thé tich
cuee, day hoa dong, sé chia 4y, thién sw da hoa 1an dao va doi, da thip 1én dudc tué trén
mdi hanh trinh nguoc xudi. Theo thién sw, khi tinh yéu da lan toa khép noi thi 6 dau
ma chang “Bau troi canh But” (Chu Manh Trinh):

Ngodi thay am may la thay Phat,
Nghi yén viéc nwdc moi yén nha.
MGt 101 goi lai long thién dinh,

Diu ciing biu troi canh tri ta.

Ddu rang bién rong non xanh biéc,
Dinh tué long thién van sat son.

Tinh yéu thuong ay khong chi tao niém tin cho doan trong nhiing ngay lénh
dénh trén bién, tit nwdc nay sang nudc khac ma con lan toa cho nguoi dan ban xt, cho
khach vién phuong tai hoi dau xao. Trong khong gian trung bay ctia nwdc Viét Nam,
bén canh nhitng gian hang ctia ba mién Bac, Trung, Nam, bén canh ngoi lang An Nam,
nha hat An Nam: “Phai t6i hoi chg ddu xao Paris nam 1889, lan dau tién trung bay cta
boéng Duong méi duoc b tri mot vi tri quan trong tai trién 1am, véi cac toa trung bay
riéng cho mdi xit Nam Ky, Trung — Bac Ky... Trong d6, toa Nam Ky c6 dién tich
1.300m2, con toa Trung — Bac Ky rong gan 600m2... Cu thé, mot “ngdi lang An Nam”
dwgc dung l1én nhw mot phién ban ctia khu phd Ha Noi. Ngoai ra, khu vuc nay c6 ca
mot nha hat An Nam véi 40 dién vién” [2] 1a ngdi chtia Tdn An mang d&y ban sac van
hoa Phat gidao Viét Nam. Chinh trong ngo6i chua dy, hang ngay thién su cung cac dé tw

2Nguyén van: “Hoa ki quang, dong ki tran. Lao Te” (Hoa véi anh sang ay, dong véi bui tran
ay)
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van tién hanh cac nghi thite ton gido, van dén chao tin d6 Phat tir khéap noi vé 1& Phat:
“Tan An chtia dat phung tho/ Chting tang 1€ béi sdu gid mai théi/ Nguoi xem nén chat
dung ngoi/ Lang Sa cd ké theo chan But ray/ Hoa dang qua cung do6i ngay/ My tré
quan d6c cong nay nui sdong”3. Va cling chinh trong ngoi chua &y, ngoai nhing gio
hanh tri, thién su da khong né ha cong stic, quan ngai kho khan dé€ giup dd nguoi khac:
“Hai thay Nhat Ban thong ngon/ Chu quan thay ki dem phién ra chao/ Sau trinh t& d6
an sao/ Bon tram muoi dn quyét nao dich cho/ Bém vé vira mot thang no/ Dich roi lai
viét trinh d6 ching minh”... Nhitng viéc lam nay cho thdy, ddu mudn hay khong thi
tinh than nhap thé ctia thién su da khong con bién gidi, da gieo hat nay mam tte bi, tri
tué cho tat cd moi ngudi mudn vé nuong twa Phat: “Gap nhiéu quen la sao né/ Dau
rang dao khac cing bé kinh chung”.

Nhu vay, tinh than hoa hop, bac ai cua tw tudng Phat gido Viét Nam da duoc
thién su thé hién trong quad trinh di s. Tinh than hoa hgp ay khong chi két ndi tinh
bang hitu ndm chau bén bé ma con gép phan gieo duwegc hat gidng thién lwong trén cac
cung duong ddu xao.

2. Ca ngoi cudc séng hién dai, van minh x¢ nguoi

Nhu ¢ trén chung t6i da trinh bay, ca ngoi thanh twu khoa hoc - ky thuat, ca
ngoi cudc song van minh hién dai ctua cac nudc phuong Tay la mot trong nhitng noi
dung chinh yéu gép phéan lam nén dién mao vén tho di Tay trong van hoc Viét Nam
giai doan ntra cudi thé ky XIX. DBiéu dac biét khac la so v6i van hoc céc giai doan trudce,
1a bén canh tho van sang tac bang chit Han nhw Gid vién bigt luc, Tdy phit thi luc cta
Pham Phti Thtt, chit Han va chir Nom Nhw Tdy ki caia Nguy Khac Dan, Tay tra thi thio
ctia Nguyén Trong Hop, sang tic bang chit Nom nhw Tay hanh nhit ky ctia thién sw
Thanh Cao 1a tho van sang tac bang chit Qudc ngit nhw Nhw Tdy nhut trinh, Chw qudc
thai hgi ctia Treong Minh Ky ... Chinh sy da dang vé thanh phan xuét than, phong phu
vé van ty khién phwong Tay — nhitng chan troi xa la dugc khiic xa qua nhitng lang
kinh khac nhau tao thanh btic tranh hoan myj, day ngudng mo trong con mat nguoi
duong thoi.

Néu nhu Nhw Tdy ky ctia Nguy Khac Pan la tic phdm van xudi thé hién tinh
than lam viéc nghiém tic cia mot nha khoa hoc, tim hiéu, khao ctu nuwdc Phap trén
nhiéu binh dién cua kién tric thuong tang: “Ong da ghi lai nhiéu diéu thu nhan duoc
vé nudc Phap trong chuyén di s, d€ lai cho doi cong trinh khao ctru vé mot nude
Phap ngay tir thé ky XIX — tap du ky Nhu Tay. V6éi mot thai d6 lam viéc nghiém tac va
khoa hoc, Nguy Khéc Dan da trinh bay kha day du, chinh xac vé cac phuwong dién ctia
xa hoi Phap tu lich st dia ly, ton gido... dén by may hanh chinh, t6 chttc quan do;,

A

sinh hoat thuong ngay... cia nudc Phap vao thoi ky ay” [1, tr.8] thi Gid vién biét luc,

3 Tay hanh ky. Ki hiéu AB.9, hién dang luu trit tai Vién nghién c¢tu Han Nom
49



Tay hanh nhit ky trong tién trinh tho di sit nira cudi thé'ky XIX

Tay phit thi luc cia Pham Pht Thit 1a nhat ky hanh trinh duoc ghi lai bang nhiing diéu
“tai nghe, mat thdy” vé van hoa, tap tuc sinh hoat ctia nhitng nuéc trén duong ding
chan, ddc biét la nwdc Phap:

Déng phwong nhit di xudt,
Tay tho'ké vi minh
Nha bdi té chwong phuc
Quin tién tw hitu sinh
Nhat boi tra hdu tiru
Ban diép thuec tién canh
Trong khdch dong dién tiép
Don xa td ban hanh
So do do ky di
Vo qudi bat dong tinh
(Tay phu thi luc. Dong Tay di thii ngii vin)
(Phwong Dong mat troi da moc
D4t Tay ga chua gay
Khi nha s& dén gio lam viéc moi nguoi déu méc y phuc theo
mau phép dinh
Truwdc ctta quan ho k& chuyén véi bang hitu vé cudc sdéng
Dung c6c tra, sau dung ruou
An trudc nira dia canh
Trong tan khéch thi vo chong cung du tiéc ma tiép dai
Di xa mot minh thi ra ban di cung
Viéc d6 la do duong 16i da khac nhau
Ch¢ lay lam la khi khong dong tinh véi nhau
(Tho nam vin néi vé sw khic nhau giita phwong Dong
va phwong Tay) [6, tr. 798, 799]
Khéc v6i Pham Pht Thit, Nguy Khac Dan, Nguyén Trong Hop, ... nhitng ngudi
dang gitt trong trach trong triéu dinh nha Nguyén, Truong Minh Ky lai xuat than tir
moi truong van chuong Cong gido, lam viéc cho chinh quyén bao hd. Nam 1880, 6ng
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dwoc nha nuwdc c@ dem 10 hoc sinh du hoc bac cao déng tai Alger. Trong chuyén di
nay, Treong Minh Ky sang tac Nhw Tdy nhut trinh. Chin nam sau, Treong Minh Ky lai
duoc nha nuwdc cir lam thong ngon cho doan Viét Nam tham duy hoi thi dau xao tai
Phap. Chuw qudc thai hoi dwoc hinh thanh. Day la hai tap tho duoc séng tac bang chit
quéc ngtr - mot thte van tu vira dwgc nha nwde bao ho va tang 16p tri thirc yéu nuwde
nguoi Viét dua ra khoi bon buic twong ctia tu vién nira sau thé ky XIX. Dac biét, ca hai
tac pham déu viét theo thé song that luc bat, twong thuat cu thé “nhing diéu trong
thay” trén hanh trinh di va vé:

Ngay mwoi bay ra noi xe lira,
Qua Marseille, ndi bira déu an.
Dang xa sau van bay ngan,
Chay hai gio téi sdnh bang chim bay.
(Nhw Tay nhut trinh) [3, tr.20]
Duwong gdm trdi, cdc vong bong thim,
To tang che, may dam cdy xanh.
Nhiéu dang thing, it ngo quanh,
Hiém ho nwdéc rong, bon hinh tirong to.
(Chw qudc thai hoi) [4, tr.25]...

Co thé trong mit bang van hoa chung ctia nguredi Viét Nam ntra cudi thé ky XIX
thi nhing cau tho mgc mac chira day khau ngtt, phwong ngtt cua Treong Minh Ky kho
c6 thé len 16i vao chdn tra du ttru hau cta phuong vin chwong bac hoc nhung lai dé
ngan vang trén “séong cham lau lach” (Nguyén Thong) ctia cu dan viing sdng nudc
mién Nam. Va day, theo chung tdi cling la thanh cong dang tran trong cta nhiing
nguoi tién phong trong viéc dwa chit Qudc ngtt trd thanh qudc twe cia nwde nha.

Tro lai van dé, bén canh noi dung thé hién tinh than hoa dong, béac ai thi ndi
dung ca ngoi cudc song hién dai, van minh x& ngwoi cling 1a ndi dung trong tam cua
Tay hanh nhdt ky. Nhung khac véi cac tac pham ching toi vira néu, nhat ky cua thién sw
khong mang tinh chat khao cttu, chuyén sau vé hinh thai kién tric thuong tang, khong
ban tam 1dm dén thé giéi vi mo, dén nhitng gi xay ra trong cudc song throng nhat ma
chi thé hién diém nhin nhw né von c6 cua mot thién su dang ting gidy phut hoa anh
sang ctia minh trong cudc doi bui bim. Vi thé, bén canh nhitng khoanh khic ling dong,
suy tu thAim dam phong vi thién: “Budn trong thé 13n ac ta/ Tiéng chim non no béng ha
don kia/ Long thién vo vo canh khuya/ Ké kinh swc nhé nhu chia mdi sau/ Véi ai ban
noi ndng sau/ Nghia cau chat goc dao mau huyeén vi” la niém vui, 1a sw phan khich caa
nguoi di st khi lan dau duwoc “Nhin tdn mat, so tan tay” (Thanh ngl) nhiing canh
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quan, nhiing cdng trinh kién truc, nhiing thanh twu van minh ¢ kinh d6 4nh sang Paris
va mot s6 tinh thanh cta nwde Phap: “Nhin xem phong canh la sao/ Dudi duong xe lra
trén dao duwong ngang/ Trai qua bi€t may nui hang/ Khoang khong cdy moc nhu tan
tén che/ Vira duong gép budi mua hé/ Swon non cay tham bén xe hoa hong”, “Lau trén
hang duwdi di ki/ Trong thi bat giac ngoai thi luc 1ldng/ May khon sao xiét tai nang/ Mot
tod rong rdi viéc hang nhu choi/ Dau dau trén bién dwdi troi/ Nao cam nao tht nao
nguoi xiét bao/ Ngay dém xe Itra tiéu dao/ Canh sao dep dé nguoi sao la lung”. Theo
chting t6i, s phan khich, ngac nhién xen 1an thdn phuc cta thién sw cling 1a cam giac
chung cta nhitng ngudi di Tay ntra cudi thé ky XIX. Khdng phai ngau nhién ma trong
bai tho Nom “Cam tac sau khi “Chinh s nhw Tay” (1863), nha tho Phan Thanh Gian
lai viét: “Tir ngay di st t6i Ty kinh/ Thay viéc Au chau phai gidt minh/ Kéu ru dong
bang mau thitc day/ Hét 16i nan ni chang ai tin” [5, tr.852] khi so sanh tham canh “ndi
ha” ngheo nan, lac hau cua dat nudc voi thuce trang “ngoai di” giau c6, van minh cta
nudc nguoi. Cé diéu, néu nhu cac nha tho bién sy “giat minh” thanh sy "kéu ra” va cd
gang tim hiéu, ghi chép cu thé thi Tdy hanh nhit kij lai khong dat nang van dé chi tiét
ma chi khai quat hoa van dé, dem lai nhiing cung bac cam xtc khac cho nguoi tiép
nhéan khi dao va doi bang bac dan xen: “Dang 1én mot biéu tdu ca/ Nam vo sau chiv
ndm na may hang”, “Nao hay rdng Phat rang tién/ Viéc nha viéc nuwdc téi mién xa
khoi”... Khao sat cho thdy nhéat ky cua thién su thién vé phac hoa phong canh va cac
cong trinh kién truc, xay dung hon la m6 ta hoi ddu xao, twong thuét cac sy kién lich
stt, chinh tri, gdp g& cac chinh khach...

Chuang ta déu biét, 16 trinh di Tay cua cac doan Viét Nam ntra cudi thé ky XIX
hau nhu déu gidng nhau (cho dau xuat phat tit kinh thanh Hué hay tir Thang Long
hodc Gia Dinh) la di qua cac nudc Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Sri Lanca, A Rap, Ai
Cap... d€ dén Paris. Trén duong di, “thu vao tAm mat” ctia thién sw hau hét 1a canh
quan thién nhién ki vi, huing trang;:

Dd xdy ngan tré ba dao
Duw6i thuyén trén bén dong dao khdc diu
Thung thiang cd nwdc x6 diu

Biét bao canh tri nguoi hiu toi noi.

Ménh mong troi bién di ké
Co ching tri gia di vé an nhién. ..
Xanh xanh tham tham mot miu

Nguroi nhin c6 y ngo hiu o chiang.
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Trong thoi gian tham du ddu xao, thién su da c6 nhitng chuyén xé dich qua
mot sO tinh thanh ctua nwde Phap nhu Paris, Toulon, Lyon, Marseille... O dau, thién sw
cling bay té sw ngd ngang, than phuc truedc cac cong trinh kién tric vi dai, trude doi
song van minh hién dai, day du cac loai hinh sinh hoat van hoa, giai tri,.... “Ngay dém
xe Itra tiéu dao/ Canh sao dep dé, ngudi sao la ling/ Mot toa cay sat dén chong/ Lai toa
ngudi dd mot vong trang thay/... C6 toa voi nudc tudn mua/ DS ai lwong dugc sém
trea voi day”, “Nao lang nao bao nao hum/ Nao 1a su tr am am dau vui/ Nguoi may
tht tha may nguoi/ Pua tai ra stc toi boi vui choi/ Khen cho day bao la doi/ Vat con
nghe ménh sao nguoi dam sai”...

Tt nhitng phan tich, dan chiing trén cho thay dau Tay hanh nhdt ky khong di
sau vao mo ta chi tiét, khong dan xen vao nhiing su kién chinh tri, lich s, khong bay
to bon phan cua mot bé toi noi chan troi goc bé... thi van dem lai cho nguoi doc birc
tranh toan canh vé mot dat nuwdce xa la van minh, hién dai va day canh tri htu tinh.
biéu quan trong hon, thdng qua btic tranh &y, thién sw da thé hién vai tro “Thira hanh
Phat sy hién duong”, dem tinh yéu thuwong két n6i moi nguoi tir bon phuwong troi tu
hoi “DAau tay thién 4y ciing duyén dao nha”.

3. KET LUAN

Toém lai, Tay hanh nhdt ky 1a tap tho dwoc thién sw Thanh Cao sang tac trong thoi
gian tham dy hdi thi dau xao tai Phap cudi thé ky XIX. Khac véi tho van di st cung
thoi, Tdy hanh nhit ky khong di sau vao thé giéi vi m6 ma chi quan tam thé hién tinh
than Phat gido, hoa quyén dao va doi day bac &i, sé chia. Nho ¢6 Tédy hanh nhit ky ma
van hoc Viét Nam cudi ky trung dai c6 thém nhitng sic mau maéi, c6 thém hiéu triéu
mdi, gop phan duwa nén van hoc nedc nha budc vao vong xody ctia qua trinh hién dai
hoa dau thé ky XX.
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ABSTRACT

Tay hanh nhdt ky (Diary of a Western Journey) is a collection of poems written in
Chit Nom (Demotic Vietnamese script) in the luc bt (six-eight syllable) verse form.
It was composed by Zen Master Thanh Cao while accompanying the Vietnamese
delegation to the 1889 exposition in France. Unlike contemporary literary works
about Western travels that often focused on exploring the achievements of
civilization and cultural life in European countries especially France, and through
them expressed admiration and desire to modernize the homeland, Tdy hanh nhdt
ky instead concentrated on the spirit of Buddhism, promoting compassion and a
sense of harmony to everyone worldwide. This collection not only affirmed the
accomplishments of Cht Nom literature in the late medieval period when
engaging with new aspects of life but also played a role in transitioning
Vietnamese literature towards modernity in the early 20th century. This article
examines the contributions of Tdy hanh nhit ky to Vietnamese literature through
two main themes: its embodiment of a spirit of harmony and compassion, and its praise

for the civilized and modern life abroad.

Keywords: Zen Master Thanh Cao, Ch&t Nom, diary, diplomatic mission,

exposition.
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