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TOM TAT

Puoc hinh thanh tir cudi lan séng thit hai va duoc dinh nghia boi Marianne Hirsch
vao lan song thit ba ctia nghién cttu ky ttc (memory studies), khai niém ky ttc hau
thé (post-memory) nhan manh tinh di dong, da chiéu va tranh chap caa ky tc,
thuong lién quan dén nhiing su kién gdy chdn thuong, véi cac thé hé sau, von
khong truc tiép trai nghiém chan thuong nhung van bi anh hudng boi ching. Van
dé vé khai niém va ddc diém cua ky ttc hau thé sé dugc lam rd trong phan dau bai
bdo. Trong phan hai, chung t6i lap luén nhiing bi€u hién nhw im lang-1én tiéng, ghi
nhd-lang quén cua chu thé di cue nhw 1a biéu hién chdn thwong va khung hoang can
tinh. Hanh dong viét duoc hiéu la cach thic tai kién tao lich st, qua dé la chira

lanh chan thuong.

Tw khéa: Ky trc hau thé, ky e hoc, van hoc di dan.

DAN NHAP

Nghién cttu ky ttc (memory studies) thwong dwgc chia thanh ba giai doan,
duoc goi la ba lan song. Lan séng dau tién nhan manh vao cac nhém xa hoi, voi nhiing
dai dién dédng chu y nhu Maurice Halbwachs va Walter Benjamin. Lan song thit hai
xudt hién vao nhitng nam 1980 va 1990, chiu anh huwéng boi nhitng nha 1ap thuyét nhu
Pierre Nora va Jan Assmann, tap trung vao cac qudc gia nhu nhitng dia diém tuwong
nhé. Lan séng thit ba tim cach hiéu ban chét phtc tap va nang dong ctua ky tic, thira
nhan nhitng anh huéng toan cau trong khi van tinh dén bsi canh dia phuong va qudc
gia. DPuoc hinh thanh ttr cudi lan séng thit hai va duoc dinh nghia boi Marianne Hirsch
vao lan séng thit ba, khai niém ky trc hau thé (post-memory) nhan manh tinh di dong,
da chiéu va tranh chap cta ky tc, thuong lién quan dén nhitng sy kién gay chan
thwong, véi cac thé hé sau, von khong truc tiép trai nghiém chan thuwong nhung van bi
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anh hudng boi chung. Van dung lang kinh ctia ky tc hau thé, ching toi tap trung
nghién ctru mot s6 tac phdm vian hoc nguoi Viét tai nwde ngoai nham lam 16 tac dong
lau dai cua trai nghiém di cw va chdn thwong qua nhiéu thé hé. Van dé vé khai niém va
dac diém ctia ky tec hau thé sé duoc lam 16 trong phan dau bai bao. Trong phan hai,
chung toi tng dung khung li thuyét nay vao nghién cttu truong hop vén hoc di cw
nguoi Viét tai nuwdc ngoai. Nhiing biéu hién nhw im ldng-1én tiéng, ghi nhé-lang quén
ctia cht thé di cwe duwoc dién giai 1a biéu hién chan thwong va khiing hoang cén tinh.
Trong khi d6, hanh dong viét dwgc hiéu la cach thikc téi kién tao lich s, qua d6 la chita
lanh chan thuong.

1. Ky ttc hiu thé theo cach hiéu cia Marianne Hirsch

Puoc dat ra boi Marianne Hirsch, thudt ngtr “ky trc hau thé” (postmemory) dé
cap dén mdi quan hé cuia thé hé th hai véi nhitng trai nghiém manh mé, thuong la
dau thuong duoc thtra hiwdng thong qua cac cau chuyeén gia dinh hoac van hoa. Trong
cong trinh The Generation of Postmemory: Writing and Visual Culture after the Holocaust,
Hirsch lam rd6 m6i quan hé nay nhw sau: “Ky ttc hau thé mo ta moi quan hé ma ‘thé hé
sau’ mang theo d6i voi nhitng chan thuong ca nhan, tdp thé va van hda ctia nhing
nguoi dén trudc — nhiing trai nghiém ma ho ‘nhd’ chi béng nhitng cau chuyén, hinh
anh va hanh vi ma ho 16n 1én cung” [4, tr. 5]. Nhitng kinh nghiém nay duoc truyén di
sau sac dén ndi chiing duong nhu tao thanh ky tc ctia chinh thé hé sau. Tién t&
“hau/post” trong thuat ngit “post-memory” khong chi 4m chi do tré vé mat thoi gian
hodc khong gian nhu la hé qua ctia sy kién tao ky ¢ ma con nhan manh ca khoang
cach 14an sy két ndi sdu sic gitta thé hé sau voi qua khit ctia thé hé trude [4, tr. 5].

Co sd caa viéc hinh thanh khéi niém nay dén tw trai nghiém c4 nhan cta chinh
ban than Hirsch, xuat than t& gia dinh c6 cha me la nan nhan cta nan diét chung.
Hirsch cam thay nhu cau can c¢6 mot thuat ngtr d€ 1i giai nhiing trai nghiém ban than
cting nhu thau hiéu cach thiec nhitng trai nghiém tho au dinh hinh can tinh. Vi nhiing
thé hé ké tiép, ba binh luan, “d€ 16n 1én vdi nhitng ky tic di truyén mang tinh ap dao la
mao hiém cé nhiing cau chuyén cudc song cua chinh minh bi di doi, thdm chi bi so tan,
boi to tién cta chung ta. N6 c6 nghia la dugc dinh hinh, tuy gian tiép, bdi nhitng manh
v& clia cac su kién, thi van thach thie viée tai thiét cau chuyén va vuot qua sy hiéu
biét” [4, tr. 5]. Thém vao d6, Hirsch nhan manh dén ban chat tai dién va lién tuc cta
nhting chan thuwong trong qua kh nhu 1a co ché hoat dong ctia ky trc hau thé' [4, tr. 5 -
6], diéu co6 thé phan nao 1i giai vi sao chan thuong trong qua khit c6 thé am anh dén
nhitng thé hé sau.

Hai dang thtrc ky tic hau thé duoc Hirsch mo ta trong nghién cttu bao gom ky
tec hau thé trong gia dinh (familial postmemory) va ky trc hdu thé mang tinh lién két
(affiliative postmemory). Ky tc hau thé trong gia dinh bao gom sy nhéan dang theo
chiéu doc gitra thé hé con cai va cha me trong gia dinh, trong khi ky ttc hau thé lién két
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bao gom s nhan dang theo chiéu ngang gitta thé hé con cai véi nhitng nguoi cung
thoi [4, tr. 36]. Ky tc hau thé lién két c¢d thé duoc coi 1a sy mo rdng cha ciu tric gia
dinh, von 1ong 1éo boi boi canh di cw, mang ban chét trung gian va tan dung cac moi
lién két sdn c6 trong xa hoi. Hinh thitc ky trc nay cho thdy tinh gidn tiép cta trai
nghiém chan thwong, noi thé hé tht hai ti€p nhan di chan thong qua nhing cau
chuyén, tranh anh, cach cu xw thay vi déi dién véi chan thuong mot cach tryce tiép. N6
dong thoi cfing nhdn manh trach nhiém phai ghi nhé va dién giai qua khit ctia nhitng
thé hé sau nham dam bao rang ky tec tap thé sé duoc duy tri. Van hoc, phim anh hay
tac pham nghé thuat do hau dué cua nhiing nguoi song soét sau tham sat Holocaust
sang tac cho thdy ban chat trung gian ctia ky ttc hau th€ lién két, d6ng thoi minh hoa
téc dong dai dang ctia nhitng su kién dau thrwong nay ddi véi ban sic va cam giac duogc
thudc vé cua nhiing thé hé sau.

Li thuyét vé ky trc hau thé c6 kha nang ting dung vao nghién cttu di dan, boi 1é
di cu von lién quan dén sw phéan tan cia mot nhom nguoi khoi qué huong ban dau,
thuong la do cac sy kién dau thwong nhw chién tranh, dan ap hodc diét chung [5]. Sy
phén tan nay tao ra khoang cach dang ké vé mat thoi gian va khong gian gitta chan
thuong ban dau, von xay ra vdi thé hé th nhat, va cac thé hé sau, thuwong sinh trudng
trén mot ving dat méi. Thuce t€ di cu doi hoi viéc truyeén tai ky tic gia dinh 1an tap thé
xuyén qua nhitng ranh giéi dia ly va lanh th6. Trong truong hop nay, ky tc vé cdi
nguon chu yéu dwoc hinh thanh tir nhitng cau chuyén ké roi rac ma cha éng ké lai, va
dang thirc ky trc nay, vé ban chat chinh la ky tc hau thé, phan énh cach thitc ma nhirng
thé hé sau ctia cong dong di cu két ndi voi chan thuong va trai nghiém di doi cua thé
hé trudc d6 [4, tr. 5]. Nhu thé hién trong mot sO tac phdm thudc thé hé th hai, nhing
cau chuyén, tranh anh lan tin ngudng, van hda ctia thé hé ng ba, cha me c6 thé try
thanh di san van hda ctia thé hé thi hai, du ho khong truc ti€p trai qua. Ky tic hau thé
ndm bit hién twong nay, noi ky tic ctia cha me hodc t0 tién dn sau va am anh thé hé thw
hai nhu thé nao.

Thtt hai, m¢t trong nhitng hé qua cua trai nghiém di cu 1a hién tuwong roi rac tu
sw va that lac b8i canh ban dau cta su kién gay chin thuwong. Nhitng nguoi song sot
chi con lai nhitng mau chuyén roi rac hodc cam thdy kho khan trong viéc dién dat
nhitng trai nghiém ban than trong bdi canh van héa méi [4, tr. 5]. Ky ttc hau thé “vat
16n” véi nhitng khoang tréng nay, ¢ gang nim bit mot qua khit khong thé tiép can
truc tiép. Theo do, chan thuwong hau di cu, ky tic hay khung hoang can tinh dwong nhw
trd thanh nhitng tir khoéa, phang phat trong sang tac ctia vo s6 nha van thudc thé hé
thit hai. Nhitng tac gia nay thwong vat 1on véi nhitng tiac dong dai dang ctia chin
thuong lich stt, trai nghiém sy cing thing gitta ghi nhé va lang quén. Trong truong
hop nay, ky tic hau thé cung cap mot khudn khd dé hidu céch ky e dinh hinh ban séc
va biéu dat sang tao cua chu thé di cu.
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Cu6i cung, trén hanh trinh di cu, m6i lién hé véi qua khit ctaa chu thé di cu phu
thudc phan 16n vao cac hinh thite truyén tai ky tic dwoc trung gian héa, chang han nhuw
cau chuyén gia dinh, tranh anh, tdp quan van héa hay ki vat. Hirsch nhan manh vai tro
cta cac phuong tién trung gian nay trong viéc dinh hinh hau ky trc, vi chiing tré thanh
nhiing lién két hiru hinh v6i qué hwong da xa [4, tr. 33]. Cach hiéu nay cta ky trc hau
thé phéan nao cho thdy vai tro cta van hoc nghé thuét trong viéc xtt 1y va thé hién chan
thuong do di cu. Cac sang tac van hoc cua thé hé tht hai c6 thé duoc hiéu nhu hinh
thirc biéu dat van hoa cuia cong dong di dan ma thong qua nd, khoang cach gitra ky tic
ca nhan va tap thé, xung dot thé hé va van hda phan nao thu hep lai.

2. Ung dung ky tc hau thé trong mét s6 nghién citu treong hop: Mot thodng ta ruc
ré 0 nhdn gian cia Ocean Vuong, Anam cta André Dao, Nguoi cha im ldng cia Doan
Bui, Nhiing ké tuyét vong cua Minh Tran Huy va Du ¢ noi dau caia Khué Pham

Trong phéan nay, ching t6i tap trung vao mdt sd nghién cttu truong hop la tiéu
thuyét ctia cac cay but thé hé 1.5 va 2 'nham xem xét cach ho két ndi véi di san cta
minh bat chdp khoang cach dia ly va thoi gian. Ching t6i tap trung vao sy im ldng nhw
biéu hién cua chan thuwong lién thé hé, sy phtic tap cua ghi nhé va lang quén, va vai tro
cua hanh dong viét trong viéc xay dung lich st va ban sdc clia cac thé hé sau. Cac tac
gia duoc khao sat trong nghién ctru nay dai dién cho cac qudc gia ma cong dong nguoi
Viét tai hai ngoai hién sinh s6ng, bao gom Hoa Ky, Australia, Phap va Dtic. Quan trong
hon, 1a thé hé thit hai, ky Gc dwge phan anh trong sang tac ctia cac tac gia nay minh
hoa rd nét cach thirc ho vat 16n véi di san cta su di doi va chan thuong.

2.1. Im ling va 1én tiéng nhw bi€u hién ctia chin thuong lién thé hé

Sy im lang, mot chu dé xuat hién thuong xuyén trong van chuong di dan thugc
thé hé tht hai, dinh nghia nhiing nguoi cha va dinh hinh md&i quan hé ctia ho véi con
cai minh. Diém chung gitta Ngu0i cha im ling ctia Doan Bui va Nhitng ké tuyét vong ctua
Minh Tran Huy nam & hinh twong nhitng nguoi cha im ling va nd liec ctia nhitng cd
con gai nham giai ma sy im ling bat thuong ay. Tinh trang im ling hién than cho lich
st di cu, dong thoi la an du ctia mot dang chan thwong xuét phat tir tinh trang di cu.
Co thé ctia nguoi cha tro thanh “hdm mo”, noi chita dung nhiing ky tic va cam xuc bi
kim nén [7, tr. 351]. Khéi niém nay, dua trén phan tam hoc, lam noi bat cach bi mat gia
dinh va trai nghiém dau thwong dwoc chon vui bén trong mdi ca nhan, 4&m anh ca
nhitng nguodi cha 1an con cai ctia ho [7, tr. 348 - 349]. Viéc nhitng nguodi cha khong
mudn néi vé qua khit ctia minh dan dén su xung dot phtec tap giita bén trong va bén
ngoai, gay ra tinh trang chan thuong trong co thé [7, tr. 348 - 349].

1 Cach hiéu vé cac thé hé di cue duoc chung t6i tham khao tai
https://immigrationinitiative.harvard.edu/topic/first-and-second-generation/. Theo d6, nguoi
nhap cu thé€ hé 1.5 la nhitng nguoi di cu khi con nho. Con nguwoi nhap cu thé hé thit 2 la nhitng
nguoi sinh ra tai qudc gia so tai nhung c6 cha me la nguoi nude ngoai.
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Nhan vat nguoi cha trong Nguwoi cha im ldng ca Doan Bui tré nén im lang sau
mot con tai bién. Su im 1dng bat thinh linh ctia 6ng dé lai ndi hoang mang, hut hang va
tam trang trc ché cho cac thanh vién con lai trong gia dinh, du truede d6, ho d6i thoai
v6i nhau khong nhiéu: “Su im lang cta cha t6i bay gio 1a mot sy im lang bu6n ba ma
ngon tir va am thanh dap vao roéi vé vun” [3, tr. 12]. Sy im 1dng ctia 6ng twa nhw viéc
déng lai mot canh ctra ciia qua khit ma nhiing thé hé sau phai hét stec chat vat dé€ mo
ra. Nguoi cha trong Nhitng ké tuyét vong cua Minh Tran Huy tuy cé thé phat ngon
nhung trai nghiém di cu ngan can 6ng hoi nhap hoan toan vao dat nudc so tai. Thir
tiéng Phap vun v ma ong thot ra, nguoc lai, cang nhan manh tinh trang ludng bién va
bén Ié hda ctia cht thé di cu: “thit tiéng Phap bi tiéng me dé udn cong, véi s nham lan
gitta “u’ va ‘ou’, nhiing chit ‘r’ khong nghe thdy va cach 6ng st dung trién mién thoi
hién tai” [8, tr. 31]. O day, Minh Tran Huy cho th&y rao can ngon ngit khong chi 1a van
dé ctia viéc phat am ma la sy thi€u hut vé nén tang van héa. Cha me ctia nhan vat nix
chinh thiéu “quan hé, tap tuc, cach chuyén tro cting nhw chat liéu cho cac cudc chuyén
tro diéu co thé bién ho thuc sy thanh dan tri thic hay nhitng nguoi thudc tang 16p
treong gia” [8, tr. 32].

Twong tw, Mot thodng ta riec v6 ¢ nhin gian cGa Ocean Vuong kham pha ngon
nglt phan anh chan thuong ca nhén, tap thé va vian hda qua nhiéu thé hé. Nhan vat
nguodi me trong tidu thuyét khong cé kha nang st dung tiéng Anh, nd luc phat &m chi
dan dén v s6 ngic ng, sai sot, cudi cing dan dén thai do cu tuyét ctia ba: “Me khong
can doc,” me noi, mat danh lai, doan chdng ban ding day. ‘Me nhin dwgc-thé van du
cho me sdng tdi gio, khong phai sao?” [12, tr. 14]. Twong tu, tiéng Viét roi rac cia nhan
vat chinh Ché Con khong dt dé can tinh Viét trong cau trdi day, qua d6 1a chd che va
khién cau binh an: “Tiéng Viét cia me con minh la mét trap ky vat, mot mdc danh dau
noi si hoc ctia me két thiic, hoa thanh tro” [12, tr. 45 - 46]. O day, Ocean Vuong xem
xét ngdn nglt vira la mat na vira la phuong tién dé€ hién thi. Nhan vat Ché Con st dung
tiéng Anh “dé€ nguoi ta nhin thdy mat con, va nho d6 thdy duwoc mat me” [12, tr. 46].
Diéu nay trai nguoc véi y tudng cho rang ngon ngit chi 1a mot cong cu d&€ dong hoa xa
hoi; thay vao do, né tro thanh phuwong thiee d€ thé hién ban than va phan anh thuc t&

cudc song.

Anam ctia André Dao cho thdy tac dong cua chan thuwong duoc truyén tai va
tiép nhan trong nhitng hoan canh lich stt khac nhau. Boi canh ctia cudc xung dét thuc
dan bao triim, chi ph&i va dan dén tinh trang ly tén cta gia dinh. Nhu Hirsch 1i giai,
cach thitc ky tee dugc trao truyén va gay am anh dén thé hé thit hai xudt phat ttr “mong
mudn va s¢ do du, sy can thiét va su bat kha thi khi tié€p nhan trai nghiém chan
thwong vé mat thé xac ctia cha me” [4, tr. 81]. Diéu nay cho thay trai nghiém di cu va
hau qua ctia né c6 thé tao thanh nhiing xung lwc ndi tai cho thé hé thit nhat va truyén
tai qua nhiéu thé hé.
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Trong Anam cua André Dao, ngon ngtt vira la cau néi lai vira la rao can. Vi dy,
thuee t& da ngdn ngit Viét, Anh, Phap tao ra nhitng khoanh khéc hiéu [am trong giao
tiép, déc biét khi nguoi phat ngdn cd gang chéap ndi lich st gia dinh. Rao can ngén ngi
ham y sy thét lac hodc bép méo trai nghiém di cu cia nguoi trong cudc, dan dén
nhitng khoang cach trong viéc két n6i va thau hiéu nhau. Viéc Dao st dung tiéng Anh
nhu ngdn ngit giao tiép chinh cho thdy nd lyc diéu hudng can tinh ctia ban than nham
duy tri nhip sinh hoat hang ngay, tranh nguy co dong héa. Mot khoanh khac xtc dong
trong tiéu thuyét 1a khi nhan vat chinh ¢8 gang dich nhiing cau chuyén bang tiéng Viét
cua 6ng minh. Ban than hanh déng dich tré thanh mot cudc dau tranh-khong chi voi
cac chi tiét ky thuat ctia ngoén ngtt, ma con voi sttc ndng vé mat cam xdc va van hoéa
duoc truyén tai qua nhitng cau chuyén nay.

Khéc v6i cac tac pham trén, sy im lang trong Dii ¢ noi diu? cia Khué Pham
khong bt ngudn tir rao can ngén ngit hay tinh trang bénh 1y ma la hanh vi ¢6 cha y. O
day, sy im lang la co ché€ ddi pho va la biéu hién ro nét cua chin thuong lién thé hé ma
cac nhan vat phai ganh chiu. Kiéu (Kim), nhan vét chinh, 16n 1én v6i nhan thttc mu mo
vé lich st gia dinh, dac biét véi nhitng ky tic lién quan dén Chién tranh Viét Nam. Co
nhan thdy rang ca cha (6ng Minh) va me (ba Hoa) déu “chua bao gio ké voi toi bat cte
diéu gi vé nd” [6, tr. 74]. Nhitng gi Kiéu biét vé Chién tranh Viét Nam déu théng qua
nhiing cudn séach lich sit va nhitng bo phim tai liéu den trang trong truong hoc. Viéc
khong dwgc nghe ké truc tiép tao ra mot “khoang cach” gitra Kiéu va gia dinh bén noi
khién c6 cam thay bi cd 1ap trong “thé gidi nhé bé cua tudi tho” va “im lang nhw mot
cO bé” khi d6i dién v6i nguoi than ctia minh [6, tr. 81]. Sw lwa chon khong ké véi con
cai cua cha me Kiéu, hanh dong bat radio 1én ngay khi Kiéu mudn hoi thém vé su phtrc
tap cua lich st Viét Nam biéu 16 mot co ché€ phong vé nhim dap tit ky trc dau thuong
ngay khi né ¢ nguy co trdi day, mot biéu hién kinh dién cua chan thuong tam ly. Im
lang khong chi vi hanh vi che day nhitng diéu khong nén néi ma con la hanh dong bao
vé con cai khoi ganh ndng quda kha. Ba ndi cta Kiéu da ndi da6i vé “cai chét” cua chong
minh vdi cac con dé€ bao vé ho khoi sw that, diéu cé thé khién ho dau dén. Hirsch da
ting lwu v diéu twong tu rang chidn thuong ¢ thé duwoc truyén “mot cach phi ngon
ngtr va tién nhan thic trong khong gian gia dinh, thuwong biéu hién dudi dang cac triéu
ching” [4, tr. 34]. Diéu nay giai thich tai sao sy im lang, du khong ndi ra 101, lai mang
tinh mo hd, tao ra nhitng “khoang tréng” va “su vang mat” trong ky tic ctia thé hé sau.
Sw im ldng khéng xda bo chan thuong, thay vao dd, nd tro thanh ganh nang vo hinh va
truyén tir thé hé nay sang thé hé khac. Michael Rothberg ciing tling canh bao rang khi

2 Wo auch immer ihr seid (tam dich: Dit ¢ noi ddu) cia Khué Pham. Tac pham duwoc xudt ban lan
dau béang tiéng Diic vao nam 2021. Tai thoi diém thuc hién nghién ctu, tic phdm chua cé ban
dich chinh thitc sang tiéng Viét. Do d6, d€ tiép can va phan tich van ban, chiing t6i sit dung ban
dich tiéng Anh c6 twa dé Brothers and Ghosts (do Charles Hawley & Daryl Lindsey dich), xuét
ban nam 2024 boi Scribe Publications.
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ky tec van con “bi cAm lang” (muted), “bao luc sé tiép tuc dién ra va tai dién & cac thé
hé sau” [11, tr. 279]. Hanh dong cta ba noi Kiéu khién cho nhiing nguoi con dau dén
va that vong sau séc. Sau nay, khi nhin nhitng 14 co ¢ Little Saigon, Kiéu van cam nhan
rang “nhitg bong ma ctia qua khtt duwong nhwr van con 4m anh hién tai, nhw thé chung
van con nhitng viéc chuwra hoan thanh can phai giai quyét” [6, tr. 75].

2.2. Ghi nh¢ - lang quén va khung hoang can tinh

Ghi nh¢ 1a ddc di€ém xuyén sudt cua thé hé di dan tht nhat, diéu khién ho tro
thanh “kho luu triv” ky e va anh huong dén céc thé hé sau. Ross Poole cho rang vai
tro cta tri nhé “khong don thuan la cung cap cho ching ta kha ning tiép can nhan
thirc vé qua khit; ma con cung cap mot 10 trinh d€ truyén tai trach nhiém vé cac sy kién
trong qua khit dén hién tai” [9, tr. 152]. Ghi nhé 1a chu dé trung tadm trong tac phdm
cua Ocean Vuong, nhan manh trach nhiém cua dgc gia va nha van trong viéc lua chon
nhitng gi can ghi nhd va wu tién. Nhan vat nguoi me va nguoi ba thuong xuyén 6n lai
nhitng ky tc ma ho da cé khi con ¢ Viét Nam. Hanh dong on lai khi pha 1an tu hao,
nudi tiéc, c6 khi lai nhuém mau hoai niém: “Con sé nhdm miéng theo tirng cau, nhw
thé dang xem mot bo phim téi lan tht mudi may-mot bd phim dung bang 10i cta
ngoai Lan va duoc tri twong tuwong ctia con thoi hon cho chuyén déng” [12, tr. 43].
Tham chi, ky tc tro thanh ndi &m anh, chéng han nhu canh teong bin phéo hoa vao
Qudc khanh My, hay tiéng sting ngoai duong cling khién hai nguoi phu nit hoang so
nhu dang gitta tran chién, boi am thanh kinh thién dong dia do kich hoat ky tic ctia
mot thoi Itta dan bom roi. Bang cach truyén tai ndi lo lang, hoang mang ctia tang 16p
yéu thé, tiéu thuyét phoi bay nhiing ap lwc ctia nén van hoa chinh théng cua nguoi da
trang d6i véi tang 16p thiéu s6 trong xa hoi Hoa Ky. Lang quén, néi cach khac, 1a hinh
thitc phi nhan tinh héa. Va tiéu thuyét cia Ocean Vuong nd luc nhan dién sy hién dién
nguoi chau A bf?mg cach ké ra cau chuyén ctia ho nham chdng lai su x6a bo do cac dién
ngon thao ting tri nhé pho bién tao nén [10, tr. 8].

Ky tc hau thé lién quan dén su két noi lién va xuyén thé hé cua trai nghiém
chan thuong va sinh ton. Cung mét phuong thtc ti€p can, nhan vat Dao trong Anam
két ndi ky ttc bang cach kham pha lich st gia dinh minh, khong phai dé lam mo di tinh
dac thit ctia méi mot cht thé di cw, ma 1a d@& khdm phd ra nhiing dp liec ma cong dong
di cue gdp phai. M6i lién hé cta Dao véi qua khit Viét Nam duoc trung gian hda thong
qua nhitng cau chuyén cta gia dinh anh va nghién cttu cua riéng anh, véi tu cach la
mot nguwoi sinh ra va 1én lén & Uc. Vat 1on véi cam giac vo dinh va lich s mo ho, Dao
tai dung lich st truyén khau thong qua viéc thu thap, k€ chuyén va ghi chép thong tin.
Nhan vat nam chinh tré thanh moét ké trung gian, tro chuyén va ghi am giong ndi ctia
ong ba 1an nhitng cau chuyén ctia nhitng ngudi ti nan. Hanh dong nay lam néi bat tinh
lién két va truyén tai vuot ra ngoai pham vi gia dinh ctia ky ttc. Bang cach hu cdu hoa

61



Ky 1ec hdu thé (postmemory) trong vin hoc di cw ngueoi Vigt

lich st gia dinh, nhan vat nay c6 thé kham pha sy phtc tap ctia ky tec, di san va chu
nghia thuc dan.?

Tuong tu, trong tiéu thuyét cia Doan Bui hay Minh Tran Huy, nhitng c6 con
gai chiém gitt mot khong gian ¢ gitta, cam nhan sy tach biét vé di san van héa baoi ho la
con cai ctia nhitng ngudi nhap cu. Khong thé khdng nhic dén sy twong dong vé ngheé
nghiép ctia cdc tac gia va nhan vat cua ho. La nhitng nha bao, bién tap vién, nha van,
ho c6 diéu kién thu thap va ghi lai nhitng tan tich ctia qua kht, lvu trit nhitng diéu
chua thé néi nham 14p day khoang trong do sw im ling dé lai [7, tr. 356]. Kiéu ctia
Khué Pham cling mang trong minh nhitng mau thuin nodi tAm sau séc. Tt sy cw tuyét
1an c8 gang hoi nhap ltc ban dau, Kiéu dan chdp nhan, kham pha va cudi cing 1a hoa
hop véi di san van hoa c6i nguon. Chuyén di dén California va nhiing twong tac voi
nguoi than, dac biét 1a cudc gap go véi Lee, dong vai tro then chdt trong hanh trinh tim
kiém can tinh cua Kiéu. Nho Lee dich cudn nhat ky cua ba minh, Kiéu dan thau hiéu
nhitng ganh ndng cua thé hé di trudc [6, tr. 105]. Khi Kiéu budc vao quan Starbucks 6
san bay va duwoc nguoi phuc vu hoi tén, co tu tin dap: “Tén t6i la Kiéu” [6, tr. 215].
Hanh dong xung danh &y biéu 10 su c6i mo don nhan tat ca nhitng di san, trai nghiém
va sy phtrc tap cua gdc gac nguodn coi.

Khéng gidng nhu con cai ciia minh, nhitng nguoi cha trong hai tiéu thuyét trén
chwa ltc nao quén qué huong nguon cfi, va ban sic ctia ho duoc dinh hinh béi chinh
nhiing ky ¢ vé qué nha. Nhan vat nguoi cha trong tiéu thuyét cia Minh Tran Huy
tham chi con tai hién mot xudng vé tai Phap, noi dng thu thap tat ca nhing ki vat con
sot lai cia nguoi em gai, cling la nguoi yéu cii cua ong tai Viét Nam. Tuong tw, véi
nguoi cha trong tiéu thuyét Doan Bui, tiéng Viét la thé gidi cua dng, d6 an Viét la hoi
tho cua 6ng, xem phim tai liéu vé Viét Nam la so thich cua 6ng. Ho nhu nhitng bong
ma vO hon, than xac 6 day nhung tam tri & dau do6 ngoai kia. Tinh nude d6i cua chu thé
di cu tham chi dwoc xem la ban chat ctia cdng dong di cw, “mdt ban thé luan kép ma &
d6 chu thé di cee hwdng theo hai hudng, mdt mit la huéng vé ban sic van hoa lich st
va mét khéc la hudng téi xa hdi tai dinh cu” [1, tr. 425].

2.3. Viét nhu cach thirc tai kién tao lich st

Trong ca nam truong hop nghién ctu trén, viét tro thanh mot cong cu quan
trong ctia cac thé hé sau vi thong qua sdng tac, chu thé di cwe khong chi dién dat nhitng
trai nghiém cuia ban than trong bdi canh da van héa ma con két ndi ching véi di san
phtic tap, 1au dai ctia cha 6ng. Bang cach pha v cac quy wdc ctia cau tric tidu thuyét,
Ocean Vuong gianh lai quyén tw quyét va dé xudt mot phuong thirc truyén tai cau
chuyén doc ddo, Chfmg han nhw thwong xuyén chém vao mot so tir tiéng Viét, dac biét
khi nguoi me la chua thé phéat ngdn. Hinh thtc chuyén ma ngdn nglr nay (code-

3 https://overland.org.au/2023/08/a-technology-to-remember-and-forget-andre-daos-anam.
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switching) minh hoa su lai ghép trong can tinh ctia nguwoi My gdoc Viét nhu mot co ché
sinh ton. Céch tiép can nay trao quyén va thira nhan tinh giao thoa cta co ché€ nhi phan
chinh phu ctia quyén lyc. Nhu Ryeng binh luén, “viéc On Earth lam mat tinh 6n dinh
ctia logic nhi phan bang cach lam bat &n ciu tric tiéng Anh cho ching ta thdy rang nha
van c6 thé dua ra nhitng lira chon thay thé vé mat van hoéa bang cach st dung cau tric
cua truyén ké dé€ trao quyén va cong nhan cac co ché giao thoa” [10, tr. 7]. Viéc nay la
hanh vi “t4i dinh hinh ky @c” d€ chdng lai su mat mét bang cach tai dung cac cau tric
twong niém chinh tri va van hda thong qua cac hinh thitc hoa giai va biéu dat thdm my
trong gia dinh [4, tr. 33].

Trong ti€u thuyét ctia Doan Bui va Minh Tran Huy, viét tré thanh mot phuong
tién (tai) chiém doat qua kha va 1ap day nhitng khoang tréng trong ky tc. Bui nhan
manh dén “su vo hinh” ctia cong dong nguoi Viét di cu tai Phép, vén thuong dugc coi
1a mot nhém thidu s6 da hoa nhap thanh cong. Bang cach khai quat lich st cta cha
minh, Bui cho thdy sy phtic tap vé mat can tinh cua chu thé di cw, diéu thyec ra bi chi
phéi chu yéu boi ky tie di cwe va hoi nhédp. Viét lach chinh 1a cach thie tao nén nhitng
dién ngon moi, dai dién cho cong dong nguoi Viét tai Phap. Thém vao do, bf?mg cach
dan xen nhitng cau chuyén trong qua khit ctia thé hé di trudc véi nhiing cau chuyén
trong hién tai, nhitng cd con géi con khac ghi ban than ho vao lich st gia dinh. Viét mé
ra qua trinh sang tao, gitp thé hé thit hai chita lanh nhiing vét thuwong trong qua kha
va tién vé tuong lai.

D1l ¢ noi diu cho thay tinh d6i thoai va truy van cac hé hinh lich st chinh thong.
Cau chuyén cua Khué Pham da khién nguoi doc nhin nhén lai lich st thong qua nhiing
s0 phan cu thé. Cau chuyén ctia Minh (ba cua Kiéu) va Son (chu ctia Kiéu) la nhiing ky
tic doi thueong vé ndi so hai, bo roi, mat mat va khat khao dugc séng. Viée tac gia dé
Kiéu d6i mat voi nhitng bi méat gia dinh lién quan dén chién tranh va vuot bién chinh
la hanh vi doi lai “cong ly ky @c” (memory justice). Cudc d6i thoai véi qua khit nay mo
ra khong gian cho nhiing tiéng ndi ca nhan, ndi dau bj gat ra bén Ié ctia dong chay lich
sw, tra lai cho lich st tinh phtic tap va da chiéu von c6 ciia né.

KET LUAN

Toém lai, viéc ap dung khai niém ky trc hau thé cia Marianne Hirsch cung cap
mot khudn khé 1i thuyét d€ hiéu méi quan hé phiic tap gitra thé hé thit hai voi nhitng
trai nghiém sau sic ctia thé hé di trude. Nhitng phan tich vé cong dong nguoi Viét di
cu lam noi bat tinh da dang cua ky tc hau thé. Nhan vat trong nhitng tiéu thuyét nay
bdc 16 chan thwong lién thé h¢, thé hién thong qua su im ldng va nhing cudc vat 1on dé
phat ngdn. Ban than ngon ngit tré thanh mot dién dan phan énh sy ran nit ca nhan,
tap thé va van hda ciing nhu sy diéu huéng phtec tap ctia ban sac & mot ving dat méi.
Thong qua cac tdc phdm cua minh, thé hé nha van th hai khong chi thé hién nhing
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trai nghiém cua riéng ho trong boi canh da van héa ma con phat ngdn cho lich st
thuong khong duoc ndi dén cua gia dinh va cdng dong. Van hoc di cu trong truong
hop nay déng vai trd quan trong trong viéc trung gian hoa, tai dién giai va dinh hinh
di san ctia cong dong nguoi Viét di cu.

LOI CAM ON

Nghién cttu duogc tai tro bdéi Pai hoc Quéc gia Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
(PHQG-HCM) trong khudn kho Dé tai ma s6 “C2025-18b-01".

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

[1]. Ashcroft, B., Griffiths, G., & Tiffin, H. (2013). Post-colonial studies: The key concepts, 3rd
Edition, Routledge, London.

[2]. Dao, André (2023). Anam, Hamish Hamilton, Sydney.
[3]. Doan Bui (2018). Ngudi cha im ldng, Nxb Hoi Nha van, Ha Noi.

[4]. Hirsch, M. (2012). The Generation of Postmemory: Writing and Visual Culture After the Holocaust,
Website: http://www jstor.org/stable/10.7312/hirs15652

[5]. Kenny, K. (2013). Diaspora: A very short introduction, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

[6]- Khué Pham (2024). Brothers and Ghosts, Website: https://annas-
archive.org/md5/c0fb949efd287b4bf93a1d20391e135e

[7]. Laurent, C. D. (2021). Voyageurs malgré eux: Silence, embodiment, and exposure in Minh
Tran Huy and Doan Bui, French  Cultural  Studies, 32, 4, Website:
https://doi.org/10.1177/09571558211025908

[8]. Minh Tran Huy (2022). Nhitng ké tuyét vong, Nxb Phu nit, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.

[9]. Poole, Ross (2008). Memory, History and the Claims of the Past, SAGE Journals, 1, 2,
Website: https://doi.org/10.1177/1750698007088383

[10]. Ryeng, A. W. (2022). “Memory as a Second Chance: An Intersectional Reading of On Earth
We're Briefly Gorgeous”, Luan van Thac si, Chuyén nganh Van hoc Anh, Pai hoc Oslo,
Oslo, Na Uy.

[11]. Rothberg, M. (2009). Multidirectional Memory: Remembering the Holocaust in the Age of
Decolonization, Website: https://www.sup.org/books/literary-studies-and-
literature/multidirectional-memory

[12]. Vuong, Ocean (2021). Mgt thodng ta riec ré ¢ nhin gian, Nxb Hoi Nha van, Ha Noi.

64


http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7312/hirs15652
https://doi.org/10.1177/1750698007088383
https://www.sup.org/books/literary-studies-and-literature/multidirectional-memory
https://www.sup.org/books/literary-studies-and-literature/multidirectional-memory

TAP CHI KHOA HOC VA CONG NGHE, Truong Dai hoc Khoa hoc, PH Hué

Tap 30, S6 3 (2025)

ISSN: 2354-0850

POSTMEMORY IN VIETNAMESE DIASPORA LITERATURE

Tran Tinh Vy*, Thai Dang Hoang Nhi

Faculty of Literature, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNUHCM

ABSTRACT

*Email: tinhvytran@hcmussh.edu.vn

Emerging at the end of the second wave and theorized by Marianne Hirsch in the

third wave of memory studies, the concept of post-memory emphasizes the

mobility, multidirectionality, and contestation of memories. It is often related to

traumatic events as experienced by subsequent generations who did not directly

witness the trauma but are still affected by it. The article first clarifies the concept

and characteristics of postmemory will be clarified in the first part of this article. In

the second part, we argue that expressions such as silence-speech and

remembering—forgetting among migrant subjects reflect trauma and identity crisis.

Writing is understood as a means of reconstructing history and, through that

process, of healing trauma.
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